JOHN    EVELYN
Evelyn was commanded by the King to make an
immediate report on an astonishing diplomatic
incident which occurred on the landing of the
Swedish Ambassador on September 3oth, In recent
years Ambassadors have been known to leave a
house where they were not accorded their proper
precedence at a dinner party. In the seventeenth
century the assertion of what they considered to be
their rightful position took a more violent form.
Evelyn's report, which he drew up after the ex-
amination of eye-witnesses of the incident which took
place between the Tower wharf and Grutchcd
Friars, relates very clearly the course of events* The
facts very briefly were as follows: after the landing,,
as the procession formed up led by the King's
coach containing the Swedish Ambassador, there was
hot competition for the next place in the procession
between the French and the Spanish. The escorts
consisted of a large number of armed men of each
nation, and a free fight of a serious nature ensued
between the French and the Spanish, in which not
only were horses ham-strung, and brick-bats thrown,
but swords were drawn and shots were fired, with the
result that there was a considerable number of
casualties both in killed and wounded. Charles, who
had foreseen this trouble, gave strict orders that no
Englishman, should interfere, and this command
seems to have been carefully observed, In the
diplomatic altercations which followed the affray,
Louis XIV gained the victory and Spain yielded to
his remonstrances.
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